
 

GLOBAL COUNCIL 
 

The Museum’s Global Council, formed in 2005, is an international group of 25 diverse community leaders from Nigeria, 
Iraq, India, Israel, Singapore, United Kingdom, Mexico, Philippines, Peru, Uganda, Afghanistan, Russia, Latvia and the 
United States, and other women whose country of origin includes Iran, Canada, Sierra Leone and Ireland.  These leaders 
are committed to strengthening and improving the lives of women around the globe through: education, health care, social 
welfare, community development, politics, law, the arts, media, science, technology, sports, philanthropy, business, 
protection of the environment and the promotion of world peace and justice.  Their charge is to advise the Board of 
Directors and the President on an ongoing basis on important issues including: global relations and communications, 
funding and the capital campaign, museum building design, programs and program content, exhibitions, lectures, outreach, 
and educational technology and resources.  Council members help to establish and develop connections to the wider global 
community, and provide information and resources about issues affecting women in their region or field of expertise.  
Additionally, they serve as ambassadors of IMOW and are an active and global voice to create broad support and visibility.   

 
Council Members 
 
Hafsat Abiola 
Nigeria  

 
Founder and Executive Director, Kudirat Initiative for Democracy  
Founding Member: State of the World Forum's Emerging Leaders Program Global 
Youth Connect  
 

Mahnaz Afkhami, Chair 
Iran (origin)/ U.S.A. (home) 

President and CEO, Women's Learning Partnership for Rights, Development, and 
Peace  
Executive Director, Foundation for Iranian Studies  
 

Rajaa H. Dhaher Al-Khuzai 
Iraq 

Former Member, Iraqi Parliament  
Former Member, Interim Governing Council of Iraq  
President, Iraqi Widow’s Organization and National Council for Women 
 

Barbara Barrett  
U.S.A. 

President and CEO, Triple Creek Guest Ranch  
U.S. Ambassador to Finland  
Former President, International Women’s Forum  
Former Deputy Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration 
 

Indira Chakravarty  
India 

Director and Dean, All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, Calcutta 
Director, Chittaranjan National Cancer Institute, Calcutta 
Consultant, World Summit for Children; World Health Organization  
 

Elizabeth L. Colton 
U.S.A. 

Board Chair, International Museum of Women  
Board Member, Women’s Leadership Board, Kennedy School of Government  
Member, International Women’s Forum 
 

Riane Eisler 
U.S.A. 

President, the Center for Partnership Studies 
Author 
Co-Founder, the Spiritual Alliance to Stop Intimate Violence 
Member, World Academy of Art and Science 
 

Eve Ensler  
U.S.A. 

Founder, V-Day 
Playwright  
Chair, the Women’s Committee of PEN American Center 
 

Aminatta Forna 
Sierra Leone (origin)/UK (home) 
 

Author, Broadcaster and Journalist 
Former BBC television reporter  
Founder of Rogbonko Village School in Sierra Leone 
 

Shamaya Gilo 
Israel/ U.S.A. 

Founder and President, Winds of Change Foundation 
Board Chair, Women Thrive Worldwide  
Founding Member, Pluralism Fund 
 

Noeleen Heyzer 
Singapore 

Executive Secretary, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) 
Former Executive Director, United Nations Development Fund for Women  
Founding Member: Development Alternatives with Women for A New Era Asia 
Pacific Women in Law and Development; ISIS International 
 



 

Dolores Huerta  
U.S.A. 

Founder and President, Dolores Huerta Foundation  
Co-Founder, United Farm Workers of America  
Board Member, Fund for the Feminist Majority 
 

Dadi Janki  
U.K. 

Administrative Head, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University  
United Nations designated Wisdom Keeper  
Author 
 

Sister Jayanti  
U.K. 

European Director, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University  
Spiritual Leader  
Author 
 

Luz Lajous 
Mexico 

Founder and Board Member, Pro Mujer-Mexico  
Founder and Managing Director, Russell Reynolds Associates, Mexico  
Former Member, Mexican Congress, House of Representatives and Senate  
Past President, International Women’s Forum 
 

Patricia Licuanan  
Philippines 

Chair, Commission on Higher Education (CHED) 
Former President, Miriam College, Manila, Philippines 
Chair, Asia Pacific Women’s Watch  
Former Chair, the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
 

Beatriz Merino  
Peru 

National Ombudsman of Peru 
Former Prime Minister of Peru 
Former Economist, World Bank, Washington, D.C. 
 

Joyce Mungherera  
Uganda 

Former Vice President, World YWCA  
Retired Executive Director, YWCA of Uganda  
Council Member, Hunger Project Uganda 
 

Irene Natividad  
Philippines (origin)/ U.S.A.(home) 

President, The Global Summit of Women  
Co-Chair, Corporate Women Directors International  
Former Chair, National Women’s Political Caucus  
 

Mary Robinson  
Ireland (origin) / U.S.A. (home) 

President, Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative  
Chair, Council of Women World Leaders 
Former President of Ireland 
Former United Nations High Commissioner of Human Rights  
 

Zainab Salbi 
Iraq (origin) / U.S.A. (home) 

Founder, President and CEO, Women for Women International  
Lecturer and Author 
 

Sima Samar 
Afghanistan 

Chair, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission  
United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights on Sudan  
Founder and Director, Shuhada Organization and Shuhada Clinic  
Past Prime Minister for Interim Administration of Afghanistan  
 

Larisa Skuratovskaya  
Russia 

Scientific Secretary, Institute of General Pathophysiology, Russian Academy of 
Medical Sciences 
Vice President, International Women’s Forum, Russia 
 

Lynne Twist  
U.S.A.  
 
 
 
Vaira Vike-Freiberga 
Latvia 

President, The Soul of Money Institute  
Former Chief Fundraiser, Hunger Project  
Co-Founder, The Pachamama Alliance  
Board of Directors, Institute of Noetic Sciences 
 
Former President of Latvia  
Special Envoy on Reform of the United Nations  
Vice President, Reflection Group on Long Term Future of the EU  
Chair, VVF Consulting 
 
 

  

 
 


